[Assessment of unconventional medical therapies by the Medical Review Board of the Statutory Health Insurance Funds (MDK)].
The Medical Review Board of the Statutory Health Insurance Funds (MDK) provides assessments of medical diagnostic and therapeutic procedures comprising the assessment of both individual cases and systematic assessments of health technologies (HTA). Here the foundation of these assessments will be outlined and demonstrated that assessment work is based on the principles of evidence-based medicine. There are no clear-cut criteria distinguishing between so-called complementary and other medical procedures. It is argued that there should be no difference in the assessment standards and criteria to be applied. This position seems to be supported by a broad consensus that also includes proponents of complementary medicine.